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The 2030 Agenda ïan ambitious roadmap for Sustainable 

Development

άThe 2030 Agenda compels us to look 
beyond national boundaries and short-
term interests and act in solidarity for 
the long-term. We can no longer afford 
to think and work in silosΦέ



UNIVERSAL –Goals and targets involve the entire world, developed and developing countries alike

INTEGRATEDðGoals and targets are highly interconnected 

TRANSFORMATIVE –Goals and targets aim to achieve 5 transformational shifts

Key features of the 2030 Agenda

Nilsson, et al. Sustainability 2013

ÅLeave no one behind ςPeople
ÅPreserve natural resources and the ecosystem services on which human wellbeing depends ςPlanet
ÅTransform economies for jobs and inclusive growth ςProsperity
ÅBuild peaceful societies ςPeace
ÅForge a new global partnership ςPartnerships

Lower income societies Higher income societies

Ensuringaccess to 
energy services

Managing demand 
with efficiency 
improvement

Expanding supply of 
renewable energy

Reducing per capita 
energy 

consumption

2/3 of energy 

investments 

go to fossil 
fuels

Exacerbate 
climate 
change

Ocean 
acidification

Health problems 
from air pollution

CO2 emissions



Policy coherence is imperative for SDG implementation

Source: OECD (2014) Better Policies for Development 2014: Policy Coherence and Illicit Financial Flows, OECD Publishing.
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Foster synergies across economic, social and 
environmental policy areas

Identify trade-offs & reconcile domestic policy 
objectives with internationally agreed objectives

Address the spillovers of domestic policies S
U

S
T
A

IN
A

B
L

E
 D

E
V

E
L
O

P
M

E
N

T

1

2

3

Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD)
an approach and policy tool to integrate the economic, social, environmental, and governance 
dimensions of sustainable development at all stages of domestic and international policy making



PCSD is fundamental to address interactions among SDGs

Source: adapted from  the presentation by Amb. CsabaKŖrºsi, PR of Hungary to UN: ñFrom SDGs to Post-2015 Agendaò at the OECD in Paris on October 7th, 2014.
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Finance Tech. Capacity Trade PCSD Partners.Data, etc.

ECONOMIC

SOCIAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

GOAL ON MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION (MOI)SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)
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Trade-offs



Source: Weitz, N; Nilsson, M and Davis. M 2014. A Nexus Approach to the Post-2015 Agenda: 

Formulating Integrated Water, Energy, and Food SDGs. SAIS Review of International Affairs, 

34 (2) pp 37-50; doi: 10.1353/sais.2014.0022

PCSD is essential to exploit synergies and minimise trade-offs

Indivisible
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Nexus approach
A seven-point scale of SDG interaction

International Council for Science (2016): Working paper ñA draft 

framework for understanding SDG interactions.ò Paris: 

International Council for Science (ICSU).



Political 

commitment

Policy 

coordination

Monitoring, 

analysis & 

reporting
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Å Ensure leadership at the highest 

level.

Å Set specific PCSD objectives 

based on SDGs and Targets.

Å Develop PCSD plans backed by 

legislation

Å Engage the whole 

government (role for CoG) 

and key stakeholders

Å Set up mandates to address 

conflicts of interest

Track progress on:

Å Policy-making processes

Å Policy interactions

Å Policy efforts and effects

PCSD is critical to align national strategies and adapt 

institutional frameworks

Building blocks 

for Policy 

Coherence



COUNTRY A
(Here and Now)

COUNTRY B 
(Elsewhere)

PCSD is crucial to avoid unintended  negative policy effects

Effects

Effectsinputs outputs outcomes

Effects

SOCIAL

inputs outputs outcomes

ECONOMIC

inputs outputs outcomes

ENVIRONMENTAL

Human capital

Social capital

Economic capital

Natural capital



Effects

Mechanisms

Interactions

PCSD is fundamental to inform decision-making

Process indicators

Å Political statements (legislation)

Å Strategic policy framework and time-bound plan

Å Inter-ministerial mechanisms for coordination

Å Stakeholder engagement

Å Capacity and systems for analysis and monitoring

Å Reporting

A combination of diverse indicators to capture 

synergies and trade-offs between

Å Resource indicators, e.g. intensity of water use; 

forest resources (net change, intensity of use).

Å Consumption.

Å Capital stocks (economic, natural, social, human).

Å Wellbeing indicators.

ñHere and nowò

Å Well-being indicators, (Nutrition, health, labour, 

education, etc.)

ñElsewhereò

Å ODA, 

Å imports from LDCs,

Å Migration 

Å Footprints on land/water/carbon

Å Imports of energy/ mineral resources,

Å Exports of physical/ knowledge capital

Å FDI

Å Contribution to international institutions.

ñLaterò

Å capital stocks (economic, natural, human, social)

Tracking progress 
on PCSD



Join us!


